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From the Manager’s Desk
A variety of conditions have changed in the world of 
recycling that are impacting the recycling service that 
we enjoy in Big Rapids.  Manufacturers’ are utilizing 
more lightweight materials and those lightweight 
materials are not as valuable in the recycling markets.  
Foreign countries were once the primary destination 
for recycled materials from the United States and 
now those same counties are changing how they are 
handling incoming recycling material.  These and other 
issues are greatly increasing the cost of recycling.

Republic Services provides recycling in the City and 
they operate under a contract authorized by the City 
Commission.  In November 2018, the Commission 
granted Republics’ request to raise the recycling fee 
that all property owners pay.  

Republic is now asking the City Commission to move 
away from weekly recycle pick up and have the 
pickups occur on the second and fourth Mondays of 
every month.  This change will be implemented during 
the summer of 2019.  This cost saving measure would 
be done to prevent another increase in the rates.

Changes in how recycling is handled and the level of 
service for Big Rapids property owners will likely be a 
topic of conversation for the foreseeable future. 

If there are questions on this topic please call 231-592-
4058.

Hello, my name is Tamyra Gillis, I am the City Clerk for 
the City of Big Rapids. I first started with the City as 
the Deputy Clerk in 2005 and became the City Clerk 
in 2015. I achieved Certified Municipal Clerk, Master 
Municipal Clerk, and Certified Michigan Municipal 
Clerk designations. I am a member of the International 
Institute of Municipal Clerks and the Michigan 
Association of Municipal Clerks. 

The Clerk’s office conducts and oversees all elections 
in the City. This year the City will have two elections: 
the School Election in May and the Municipal Election 
in November. In 2020 there will be four elections: 
Presidential Primary, May School Election, August 
Primary, and November Presidential General Election. 
Next year will be a very busy and exciting year! The 
Clerk’s Office registers voters and maintains a Qualified 
Voter File, which retains every voter’s history. The State 
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of Michigan has recently purchased new election 
voting equipment, which many voters have already 
seen and used. The best part about working in a small 
community is that you get to know your voters on a 
first name basis and can easily help them with voting 
problems.

As Clerk, I am also the Freedom of Information 
Coordinator (FOIA). All FOIA’s are routed through the 
Clerk’s office and documented. The Clerk’s office in Big 
Rapids deals with approximately 400 FOIA’s each year. 
The Clerk’s Office also takes minutes for various charter 
and non-charter boards including City Commission, 
Compensation Commission, Election Commission, 
and the City Manager’s Meeting with the Big Rapids 
Property Owner’s Association.

The Clerk’s office handles all business licenses and 
sidewalk permits. All businesses that want to sell door 
to door must receive a permit from the Clerk’s office 
before soliciting.

The City offers a free Notary Public service to all 
citizens. The City Clerk and the City Treasurer are both 
Notary Publics.

I moved to Big Rapids in 1982 and was fortunate 
enough to be on the Senior Enrichment Committee 
and a member and treasurer for the Mecosta County 
CARES for ten years. The most wonderful part of Big 
Rapids is that you can walk or bike to many parks and 
engage in many wonderful festivals and activities 
both summer and winter. There is always something 
happening in Big Rapids.

By the Numbers: 03/31-04/13
Dial-a-Ride Service
• 8,070 Total Passengers
• 3,643 Demand Response Passengers
• 4,427 Ferris Shuttle Riders
• 559 Adult Riders and 1,273 Child Riders
• 1,811 Senior or Disabled Riders

Upcoming Events
Big Rapids Community Library
• “Biking Cross Country with Robert Downes” on 

Thursday April 25 at 7:00PM
• Informational session about gardening with 

local farmers on Saturday April 26 at 10:00AM.
Check the Library website for more event details. 

Big Rapids Farmers Market
The Farmers Market starts for the season on Friday 
May 10. It will run twice a week through the fall on 
Fridays from 8:00AM-2:00PM and on Tuesdays from 
12:00PM-5:00PM.
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Spring Leaf Pick-Up
The City’s Spring Leaf Pick-Up was scheduled for this 
week, from April 15 through 19. Due to the snow last 
weekend, leaf pick-up has been extended through next 
week and will run until April 26. See the City’s Facebook 
page for more details. Questions? Call the Public Works 
Department at (231) 592-4015.

Instructions for Spring Leaf Pick-Up: 
• Rake leaves into piles in the street, about one foot 

from the curb or edge of the pavement, leaving this 
space allows storm water to run into the gutter. Wet 
leaves to prevent blowing, if needed. 

• Do not use plastic bags – keep leaves loose. Leaves 
only please; no rocks, tree limbs, etc.

Voter Assist Terminal and Imagecast Tabulator

At the City Commission
On Monday April 15th, in addition to regular 
business, the City Commission heard from residents 
during a Public Input Session regarding ideas for 
projects to be included in the City Budget for the 
next fiscal year. Proposed ideas included additional 
street lighting and decorations on the Baldwin 
Street Bridge, more resources for the Community 
Pool, and construction of a Community Recreation 
Center.


